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WATCHING AND WAITING 


‘The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.’ 


Luke 18:27. 


You are warmly invited to meetings arranged by the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, to be held, God willing, at 
NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON, NW6 6NN 
(near Queens Park Underground Station — Bakerloo Line) 


Theme for 2023 — The Prophecy of Zechariah 
January 27th, 7pm 
Subject: The Horseman and the Carpenters (chapter 1) 
Speaker: Gordon Dane 


February 24th, 7pm 
Subject: The Man with the Measuring Line (chapter 2) 
Speaker: Martin Humphrey 


March 24th, 7pm 
Subject: Joshua before the Angel of the LORD (chapter 3) 
Speaker: Philip Knowles 


It is hoped that each message will be recorded and friends should be able to 
listen to and download messages from our website. Full lists of S.G.A.T. 
recordings and of publications can be found on our website 
(WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may be obtained from the S.G.A.T. secretary. 


Representative in Australia: Mr Graeme McPhee, 8 Lawrence Street, Goolwa North, 
South Australia, 5214. (E-mail:graeme.mcphee@ gmail.com). (Tel: 08 8121 2775. 
Mobile: 0421 028 040). 


Representative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, British 
Columbia, VOH 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@ gmail.com). 


Representative in New Zealand: Miss E R Wilson, 27 Walshs Road, Ashburton, 7700 


To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation 
Fund, for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr 
Stephen A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should 
be made payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.’ In order to save postage, 
receipts will be sent with the next issue of the magazine. 


To those not residing in the United Kingdom: In view of the high charge for 
exchanging foreign currency, it would be appreciated if, where possible, friends send 
in sterling. Supporters in Australia, Canada, or New Zealand may send to their 
respective representatives. Payments can be made over the $.G.A.T. web-site. 


S.G.A.T. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, Brian McClung, David 
McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms. 
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The objects are: 
To teach the nearing approach of our Lord’s return. James 5:8 
To hold forth the Truth and to expose and resist error. Jude 3 
To note passing events in the light of ‘the Scripture of Truth.’ 2 Peter 1:19 
To unfold the Word of God by comparing Scripture with Scripture. Acts 17:11 
To encourage missionary endeavour, and all service for Truth. Acts 1:8 
To comfort and strengthen those who seek to stand with the Lord, apart from 
abounding lawlessness. 2 Timothy 2:19 
To call for separation from false ecumenism. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 
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Pastor Alan David Toms 
By the S.G.A.T. secretary 


My brother, Alan, was taken to be with the Lord on 
21st August, age 95 — just four days before his 96th 
birthday. He had for many years, whilst able, served 
the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony as a Council 
Member and also as a Trustee. In addition he has 
preached at many S.G.A.T. meetings and conferences. 

On a personal level, I can testify to the great help he 
has been to me in spiritual things, particularly in my 
early days as a believer. 

Although our parents lived in East London, Alan was 
born in the village of Potten End, in West 
Hertfordshire, at the home of our maternal grand- 
parents. While we were still young, the family moved 
to Romford in Essex, where father commenced a 
Sunday School in his front room. Alan encouraged 
children to come and before long the house was too 
small for the number of children that attended. This 
ultimately led to the formation of Chase Cross Baptist 
Church and it was there, under the ministry of Pastor Lenard W Jiggins that Alan 
received real spiritual blessing. Mr Jiggins baptized Alan, and also conducted the 
wedding service when he was married to Miss Enid Morgan. 

When he was conscripted during World War II, he was sent to the coal-mines as a 
‘Bevin boy.’ He later had the call to the ministry and became a student at the Banister 
Theological College, where Bishop D A Thompson was the Principal and Mr E W 
Bacon was the Tutor. 

On completing the course, he was called to the pastorate at Stanningley in Yorkshire 
having been recommended to the church by Mr Jiggins (who had moved to the Leeds 
area) and Mr W E Dalling (editor of the Bible League Quarterly and a previous minister 
of the church there). 

Later, he was called to the pastorate of the church at Philip Street, Bristol and it was 
there that he gave a series of talks on prophecy to the young people. These messages 
were subsequently printed as a book entitled, ‘I Will Come Again,’ which was published 
by the S.G.A.T. It has since been translated into, and printed in, two Asian languages. 

My brother later accepted a call to the pastorate at The Slade, in the Plumstead district 
of London. He was invited to join the Council of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to 
Israel and, in due course, he became its director. That work was merged with another 
mission to the Jewish people and became known as The Messianic Testimony. 
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It was during the time that he served in that capacity that he had an accident in his 
garden and suffered a brain haemorrhage which left him seriously incapacitated. This 
brought considerable limitations to all his activities. The occurrence was in May, 1983 
and for nearly forty years he has borne the infirmity with fortitude and much grace. 

He had a great regard for Mr E J Poole-Connor and his concern for Evangelicalism. 
At one period he was chosen to be the president of the Fellowship of Independent 
Evangelical Churches. 

In this current issue of Watching and Waiting, we are including brief summaries of 
some of the messages given at various meetings in past years — all taken from previous 
issues of our magazine. 

He passed away peacefully on a Lord’s Day in his home in West Moors, Dorset, having 
been thankful for over 71 years of happy married life. His widow, Enid, and I, together 
with other members of the family, would like to take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude for the many messages of sympathy that have been received. 


The Incurable Cured 
(Jeremiah 30:12-24) 


By Alan D Toms 


It is my privilege to show how true and real are God’s promises and predictions 
concerning Israel, and that He will, according to His Covenant of Grace, cure the 
incurable. The title that forms the basis of our present consideration is one of several 
paradoxes appearing in this chapter. Together they indicate that what is impossible with 
man is possible with God. In this passage the children of Israel are shown as a people 
without leaders or friends to help, crying in their affliction, incurably bruised by sin, 
grievously wounded because of iniquity. They are without remedy, relief or solution. 
No man can or will help them. They are ‘An Outcast’ (and the word used implies one 
driven or forced away, not merely a voluntary wanderer). ‘This is Zion (literally the 
barren and desolate place) whom no man seeketh after’ (verse 17). Then in contrast the 
same people are seen multiplying and prospering under the just rule of their Glorious 
One (verse 21, margin). No longer do their lips cry in affliction but ‘in thanksgiving,’ 
no longer is their voice that of the stricken but ‘of them that make merry’ (verse 19). 
And the reason is given in verse 22, the Lord having healed them says, “Ye shall be My 
people, and I will be your God.’ 

What a wonderful transformation, so typical of divine grace. Here is sovereign grace, 
saving grace, satisfying grace, and strengthening grace. Here is a picture of salvation 
for any sinner. When there is no human aid either from within or without, then God 
comes in from above and performs the miracle of the new birth and the sinner becomes 
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a new creation in Christ Jesus. However wonderfully this may depict the experience of 
the believer, let us remember that Jeremiah is not so much concerned with an individual 
as with a nation. It is incurable Israel who will be cured. 

These verses before us fall into two parts. In verses 12 to 15 we have Israel’s condition 
clearly stated. Verses 17 to 22 contain Israel’s cure convincingly summarised. Verse 16 
is in parenthesis and forms a warning to the Gentile nations lest they should think that 
they have a right to inflict wounds upon Israel. Finally, the prophet applies personally 
the message in the last two verses, 23 and 24. To the end of verse 22 the Lord speaks 
in the first Person, in the last two verses the prophet adds his inspired comment. 


The Condition Clearly Stated (verses 12-15) 

Israel’s condition may be summed up in one word — incurable. What a terrible word 
of despair and doom! Many illnesses quickly spend their strength and the body 
recovers. In others, the disease progresses and if no cure is available the end is death. 
With the advance of medical science, many deadly diseases have been tamed by anti- 
biotics. An incurable disease is one for which there is no known anti-body. It is as 
though God is saying to Israel — your trouble will not soon spend itself and the nation 
recover, “Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous.’ Furthermore, there is no 
advocate or physician at hand, neither medicines available (verse 13). The 
consequences are given in the next verse, ‘Thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek 
thee not.’ It takes a lot of love to nurse an incurable disease. Israel’s friends of bygone 
years of glory would leave her in the time of trouble. Against the advice of the prophets 
the people leaned upon Syria and Egypt, but they failed to help wounded Israel. Indeed, 
Jeremiah later took up the lamentation, ‘She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are 
on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her friends have 
dealt treacherously with her, they have become her enemies’ (Lamentations 1:2). 

Modern Israel has overcome many difficulties but let us remember that until the Lord 
Jesus returns, her “bruise is incurable.’ We may expect that her modern lovers, Britain, 
the United States, the United Nations, will leave her yet in the time of Jacob’s trouble. 

Notice from verse 14 the reason for this sore distress — ‘I have wounded thee...’ says 
the Lord, and justly so, ‘for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were 
increased.’ This statement is repeated in the next verse. Oh how sad that in spite of this 
warning, among many others, this people went on to reject the Lord Jesus as Messiah 
and continue to do so to this day, thus ‘increasing their sin.’ 

Having stated the condition of His chosen people, the Lord then warns the Gentile 
nations in verse 16 that they must expect divine judgments if they add to Israel’s 
burdens and smite a stricken people. Surely this verse offers the first ray of hope. Here 
is Someone taking up Israel’s cause. At last an Advocate appears, not from among men 
but from heaven itself. Henceforth the picture changes and we have 
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The Cure Convincingly Summarised (verses 17-22) 

‘I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds,’ declares the 
Almighty, Unchanging God. When the disease is treated the whole body benefits, and 
so we find that when Israel’s spiritual condition is cured, the whole nation, in every 
aspect of its life, benefits. We have in the following verses the following blessings 
described. A return to the land (verse 18). A final, complete, and prosperous return. 
A return of mercy (verse 18). Thus fulfilling the Psalmist’s word ‘Thou shalt arise, 
and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come.’ A 
return of joy (verse 19). A return of prosperity (verse 19). A return of national 
glory (verse 19). All this because of the return of the Lord Jesus as Israel’s own 
appointed Sovereign Ruler (verse 21). Throughout her long history from Babylonian 
days to the present, Jews have been influential leaders among the nations, but have been 
prevented from ruling over their own people. However, in the day of Israel’s cure, One 
‘from the midst of them’ shall be their Ruler. He who was born in the city of David, 
great David’s greater Son, so long rejected, will be their glorious Governor. He is 
Shiloh, and to Him will the gathering of the people be. Then ‘the government shall be 
upon His shoulder.” Oh! blessed Israel in the day of God’s grace and power. My 
attention has been drawn to Mr David Baron’s literal rendering of this wonderful 21st 
verse, which is as follows, ‘And their Illustrious One shall be of themselves, and their 
Ruler shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause Him to draw near, and He 
shall approach unto Me: for Who is this that pledged His heart to approach unto Me? 
saith Jehovah.’ — Rays of Messiah's Glory. It will be with Israel as it is with the 
Christian, all our blessings are in Christ and by the sovereign grace of God. So 
incurable Israel will be cured; physically, economically, politically, morally and 
spiritually; and a people now ‘Outcast,’ will “be My people, and I will be your God,’ 
saith the LORD. 

May such declared verities, drive us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. God’s 
Covenant cannot be broken; let us therefore take encouragement in our own work and 
proclaim the Gospel of God’s grace with fresh zeal and assurance, knowing that the 
answer is not in man but in God. That now for the sinner, as it will be for Israel in the 
Day of the Lord, salvation is of the Lord. 


The Promise to Abraham 
By Alan D Toms 


‘I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed’ (Genesis 12:2-3). 
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It has been said that the Bible is a Divine, progressive, revelation of God, seen in 
history and set in literature. This is certainly true. The Bible is not the story of man’s 
quest for God, but God’s revelation of Himself and His redemptive plan in Christ for the 
Church, for Israel and for the world. It is not the record of man’s discovery, but of God 
removing the veil, gradually, progressively, deliberately, until in the fullness of time 
Christ came. This principle, true of the whole, is clearly seen in the promise to 
Abraham. Several times, God spoke to Abraham, each time confirming the promise 
already made, and adding new information to that already given. 


The Development of the Promise 

The promise is first made in Genesis 12:1-3. This begins a new phase in God’s 
dealings with men. Hitherto, the divine revelation had been to individuals. Now God 
intends to deal with a nation. The Lord had said, ‘Get thee out of thy country ... and I 
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.’ Revelation demands 
separation, and obedience to the call to separation leads to further revelation. As 
Abraham obeyed, so further light was given. 

In a sense, this initial promise contains everything. God promises physical 
descendants, material prosperity and spiritual blessing reaching out to all people. A 
fantastic declaration even in those days, that through one man’s life, all peoples should 
be influenced. This promise is unbelieveable, apart from God-given faith. But 
Abraham believed, and it was accounted unto him for righteousness. Over many years 
that faith was tested in many ways. It wavered at times, but revived and led to a 
progressive revelation of God’s intention. 

In the same chapter, verse 7, the promise is repeated with the addition, that the land 
Abraham is to possess is the land in which he then was, i.e., Canaan. In chapter 13:14- 
17, the promise is confirmed with the additional comment that Abraham’s seed will be 
an innumerable host. Later (15:1,4,5) when he suggests that his servant should be the 
heir, he is told that he shall have a son of his own. Now the promise is called a 
Covenant. In Genesis17:1-7 we have repetition and clarification. Abraham is called the 
father of many nations and the Covenant is sealed by circumcision. In verses 15-16 of 
this chapter, Sarah is identified as the mother of the son who is to be ‘the seed,’ the child 
through whom the promise is to be realised. The final promise appears in 22:16-18 
which includes the famous words, ‘In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.’ 

So over a period of some twenty-five years the promise is developed reaching its 
climax in this sublime statement, which is in turn confirmed to Isaac (26:4) and Jacob 
(28:14). This repetition of the promise indicates that it was not fully realised in either 
of them but looks on for its fulfilment. Paul, by the Spirit leaves us no doubt when he 
quotes this promise in Galatians 3:16, and adds ‘He saith not, and to seeds, as of many; 
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but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ.’ So the promise to Abraham centres in 
Christ. He is the Key to the Promise. When Christ came, He took not on Him the 
nature of angels but He took on Him the seed of Abraham (Hebrews 2:16). 


The Extent of the Promise 

God says in our text (Genesis 12:2-3), ‘1 will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.’ The promise is that 
from Abraham there should come forth a nation, distinct and different. This is the secret 
of Israel’s long history. They have been blessed by God, preserved despite their failure 
and their persecutions. Other nations have faded and their histories become a legend, 
but Israel abides a distinctive people. Now it must be noticed, that this blessing was 
with the intention that through it, others should be blessed. God’s blessings are to be 
remitted, not retained. The Jews have never been a numerous people, but their 
influence on the world, has been out of all proportion to their size. No nation has 
exercised such influence upon so many people for so long a time despite so much 
persecution. The history of the Jewish people has no parallel. The reason is here. God 
says, I will bless ... that they may be a blessing. Nevertheless, this promise has not been 
exhausted. It has been fulfilled in measure through the experiences of Israel, through 
the coming of Jesus, but awaits its final consummation when Christ comes again as we 
shall see later. 


The Fulfilment of the Promise 

(a) Spiritual fulfilment at Pentecost. In his address following the healing of the lame 
man at the Gate called Beautiful, Peter quotes this promise (Acts 3:25) because he felt 
that he was standing on the threshold of its spiritual fulfilment. Although so far only 
Jews had been converted, he anticipates the conversion of Gentiles to Christ as well as 
Jews. He does not say that the Gospel fulfils all the promise, neither does he say that 
now the promise has a spiritual fulfilment, its material and physical meaning has been 
abrogated. He declares that in accord with the promise to Abraham, Gentiles from all 
nations will be blessed through Christ. 

How we rejoice that this is true. We know that in Christ, people of all tongues are 
being gathered. God is visiting the nations, calling out a people for His name (Acts 
15:14). Ever since Pentecost, in ever-widening circles, the Gospel has been going forth, 
until every tribe shall hear. The visions of the Book of the Revelation show that in 
heaven there will be men and women from every nation in the Church triumphant. Yes, 
in Christ, the seed of Abraham, we Gentile Christians have been blessed. The Promise 
has been fulfilled. 

(b) Complete fulfilment at the Second Coming. We believe that the promise made 
to Abraham has not been transferred to the Church although experienced by it. God has 
not cast away His people (Romans 11:1). He has preserved a remnant because He still 
has a work for them. They will yet be ‘great,’ greater than ever before. The promise is 
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that all the families — i.e., all the nations — of the earth shall be blessed, not just some 
among the families. Under the Gospel, individuals from all nations are being saved, but 
God’s intention is to bless all nations through the nation of Israel. The great fulfilment 
then awaits Israel’s conversion on the day of Christ’s return. She will then be the first 
truly ‘Christian Nation,’ and then ‘all nations of the earth shall be blessed.’ Of the many 
Scriptures that might be quoted to show this, I can only direct you to Zechariah chapters 
12 to 14. As you read through this you will see that when Christ returns the Spirit will 
be poured upon Israel bringing first repentance and then effective witness to all nations. 


The Significance of the Promise 

Before leaving this subject we must consider the practical implications of it. 

(a) Although the promise is made in Sovereign Grace, it is closely related to 
obedience. We must learn and prove in our lives, as Abraham did, that revelation is 
linked with obedience. Although God takes the initiative in making Himself known, He 
reveals His truth as we respond. 

(b) God never goes back on His Word. How many times Abraham must have 
wondered how the promise was to be fulfilled or even if his own unbelief altered God’s 
intention. God had spoken and would not go back on it. How challenging and 
comforting is this to us. Neither the seeming impossibilities or our own short- comings 
will make God go back on any promise or statement He has made. All He has ever said, 
must be fulfilled. ‘The Scripture cannot be broken’ (John 10:35). 

(c) Men cannot hurry God’s timetable. What a mess Abraham made when he tried to 
precipitate the fulfilment of God’s promise. What sorrows had been spared had Ishmael 
never been born. Do you ever feel you wish God would hurry up and do what He has 
promised? For ourselves, for the Church, and for the world, we often endeavour to 
hasten God’s plan. We must not neglect our responsibility nor despise His service, but 
we cannot hurry His programme. 

(d) Nothing can thwart God’s plan. Neither Abraham’s old age, nor Sarah’s barrenness 
could prevent God carrying out His plan. Neither could the passing of time nor the 
hostility of foes frustrate God’s intention. So it is with our lives. So it is with the 
Church and so with the world. Nothing can thwart God’s plan. With these 
encouragements from the past, and with hope for the future we praise God for the 
promise and its present fulfilment, and pray, ‘Bring near Thy great salvation, Thou 
Lamb for sinners slain; Fill up the roll of Thine elect, then take Thy power and reign.’ 


A Prophet Like Unto Moses 
By Alan D Toms 


‘The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
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brethren, like unto me; unto Him ye shall hearken’ (Deuteronomy 18:15). 


We need spend little time in identifying the One of whom it is spoken here. Although 
Jewish scholars may appear confused, the multitude had no doubt in saying of Jesus, 
‘This is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the world’ (John 6:14). 

AS we consider some points of analogy between Moses and the Lord Jesus we shall 
see this verse fulfilled in the humanity, nationality and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
See first, of Moses, how 


He Shared their Nature 

Moses was a Jew through and through. He could trace his ancestry through Levi and 
Israel to Abraham. He was one with the people he was to deliver. 

Our text teaches us that when Messiah comes, the Prophet, He will appear as man, and 
a Jew at that ‘ ... from the midst of thee, of thy brethren.’ So, when Christ came, ‘He 
took not the nature of angels, but He took the seed of Abraham’ (Hebrews 2:16). In 
Jesus Christ, “God was manifest in the flesh’ (1 Timothy 3:16). His name is Emmanuel 
— God with us. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us’ (John 1:14). “Veiled 
in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, Incarnate deity! Pleased as Man with men to dwell, 
Jesus our Emmanuel.’ ‘Our God contracted to a span, incomprehensibly made Man.’ 
So we see the Eternal Son of God as the Babe of Bethlehem, the Carpenter of Nazareth, 
tired and sitting by a well, eating, resting, sleeping, weeping, dying. “The Man Christ 
Jesus’ (1 Timothy 2:5). 

What a comfort to know that our blessed Lord, because He was truly man, is now 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities (see Hebrews 4:15). 

What a precious thought and glorious hope too, that this Man will shortly rule the 
earth. ‘Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder’ (Isaiah 9:6). The dominion over the earth which was given to man 
(Genesis 1:28) has been tragically abused. The misrule of man will reach its climax in 
the person of the Antichrist, who will be overthrown by the return of Jesus Christ, Who 
as Man will rule the nations of the earth. God’s original intention will be realised again, 
in Christ. 

We mention next concerning Moses that 


He Redeemed them from Bondage 

Moses was born to deliver, predestined to redeem. Born in poverty in the days of a 
tyrant, he was hunted but preserved, until his emergence as God’s deliverer. How 
similar were the circumstances of Christ’s early years. It should be noticed that 
although Moses was a Jew, he could only redeem his people because he himself was not 
a slave. He shared their nature, but not their bondage. 

The essence of the Gospel is ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’ (1 
Timothy 1:15). The crowds mocked Him, saying, ‘He saved others; Himself He cannot 
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save’ (Matthew 27:42), and in that very moment He snatched the dying thief from the 
jaws of hell. 

The words of Moses to Pharaoh anticipate the attitude of Christ to sin and death, ‘Let 
My people go!’ He ‘hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of His dear Son, in Whom we have redemption through His blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins’ (Colossians 1:13-14). All this is only possible, because 
Jesus Christ, although Man, was not enslaved by sin. ‘He knew no sin.’ He stepped 
into the arena of sin in order to deliver His people, remaining spotless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners. ‘Hallelujah! What a Saviour!’ 

This is by no means all. In addition 


He Pleaded their Cause 

Again and again, Moses pleaded the cause of the Israelites. An outstanding example 
followed the worship of the golden calf. When Sinai roared and ‘The Glory’ withdrew, 
the people were silent. Inexcusable, condemned, cringing in their guilt, the silence is 
broken by the mediation of Moses, ‘Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have 
made them gods of gold. Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, 
I pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou hast written’ (Exodus 32:31-32). 

How often the Lord Jesus has been this to His children. ‘If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves ... If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar ... 
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous’ (1 
John 1:8-2:1). 

‘Before the Throne of God above I have a strong, a perfect plea; A great High Priest, 
whose Name is love, Who ever lives and pleads for me.’ 

‘There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus’ (1 
Timothy 2:5). Thomas Binney asks the question and then gives the answer in his great 
hymn: ‘Oh! how shall I whose native sphere is dark, whose mind is dim, before the 
Ineffable appear, and on my naked spirit bear the uncreated beam? There is a way for 
man to rise to that sublime abode: An offering and a sacrifice, a Holy Spirit’s energies, 
an Advocate with God.’ 

A Prophet like unto Moses: One who could and would plead their cause. Furthermore, 


He Gave them their Laws 

Moses was not only their Deliverer and Advocate, he was their Lawgiver. From Sinai 
he comes, his face aglow, with the Ten Commandments in his hands. ‘This do and thou 
shalt live,’ he says. 

We turn our eyes away to another Man, from another mount. From Calvary comes the 
Lord Jesus manifesting the glory of resurrection power, with the Laws of the Kingdom 
for His children. These are not the basis of salvation, but the natural outcome of 
salvation by grace. The Gospel invitation, ‘Come unto Me,’ is quickly followed by 
“Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me ... My yoke is easy, and My burden is light’ 
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(Matthew 11:28-30). ‘If ye love Me, keep My commandments’ (John 14:15). We need 
to remember that we are expected to obey. We are free from the condemnation of the 
Law, but not its moral obligations. 

Jesus is not only the Lawgiver to His own now, but will shortly exercise this right over 
the nations. We anticipate the day when Jesus will be King in Zion and His Laws shall 
go forth to the ends of the earth. Then the heathen shall come to Jerusalem for the Word 
of the Lord, and Christ’s directives will govern all the nations of the earth. 


He Led them Continually 

For forty years, despite their frequent rebellions, their ingratitude, their stubbornness, 
and their apostasy, Moses remained at their head. They were a despised, impotent, 
unworthy people, who failed him continually, but he never gave them up. He remained 
their Leader. They had no land, no honour, no testimony, no power or influence, but 
they were God’s chosen people and he was appointed to lead them. 

How dramatically this foreshadows the story of the Church. For two thousand years 
it has wandered in the wilderness: despised amomg men, unworthy, ill-disciplined, led 
astray in idolatry, frequently torn by internal strife, with little honour or testimony, yet 
God’s chosen people with Jesus Christ the Head, who is not ashamed to call us brethren 
(Hebrews 2:11). What mercy and patience! 

This is not only true of the Church collectively, but of each Christian individually. 
How often we have failed and proved as unworthy as the Israelites, but Jesus never 
fails. He has certainly led us continually, praise His Name! Then let us notice 


He Finally Gained their Attention 

Here, in a sense, the analogy breaks down somewhat, for Moses hands over to Joshua 
to bring them in to the fullness of the promise. Nevertheless, before he died, Moses 
did see a rallying and preparation to enter Canaan. After forty years wandering, the 
people began to listen to him. The Israel described in Deuteronomy is very different 
from that described in the early chapters of Numbers. The discipline of the wilderness 
had prepared them for their entry into Canaan. 

We believe that Jesus is soon to return. He will complete that which He began 
(Philippians 1:6). His purposes for Israel will be fulfilled. Says Moses, ‘A Prophet ... 
like unto me; unto Him ye shall hearken.’ This verse alone is enough to teach a future 
for the Jews in God’s purpose. It declares the conversion of Israel. As yet the Jews 
have not hearkened unto Jesus Christ, but they will. This verse is definite. 

Furthermore, His purposes for each of us, and for the Church generally will be 
fulfilled, and the Prophet, like unto Moses, our Saviour, Advocate, Lawgiver and Guide, 
will lead into the new age, the coming Kingdom and then to the glories of eternity. 

‘Far down the ages now, much of her journey done, the pilgrim Church pursues her 
way, until her crown be won: The story of the past comes up before her view; how well 
it seems to suit her still — old , and yet ever new! Thus onward still we press, through 
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evil and through good: through pain and poverty and want, through peril and through 
blood: still faithful to our God, and to our Captain true, we follow where He leads the 
way, the kingdom in our view.’ 


The Gospel of the Grace of God 
10 
By Dr Cecil Yates Biss 


(Continued from page 125). 

It has been shown in the foregoing articles that no preaching of the Gospel can be 
considered adequate which does not express, or at least clearly imply, the great doctrinal 
truths relating to human salvation; such as the depravity of man’s heart, his hostility to 
God, his inability to seek God, his need of converting grace, the provision made for the 
forgiveness of sin by virtue of the Sacrificial Work of the Redeemer, the nature of that 
Atoning Work, and its limitation to the Elect People of God. These, as well as certain 
other features of truth, are essential facts underlying the declaration of the Gospel: and 
it remains now to consider the manner in which the Scripture represents that the 
preacher of the Gospel should bring his message into application to the hearts and 
consciences of men. 

He is to declare these truths as a message from God to their souls: he is to fix upon 
them the responsibility that the preaching of the message entails; and to guide them by 
the invitations and promises of God, to the reception of the message by faith in the Lord 
Jesus as He is presented in the Gospel. These two points — the responsibility entailed 
on men by the preaching of the Gospel, and a right application to the sinner of the 
invitations of the Gospel, require careful consideration, 

It is obvious that man in virtue of his moral powers, and particularly his conscience; 
in virtue also of the fact that he has been brought under a revelation of truth from God, 
is responsible to God for a right response to all that He has been pleased to bestow. 
Indeed were he not thus responsible, he would not be guilty of sin. The Scripture 
contains clear information on this subject. In the 1st chapter of Romans it is said of men 
that ‘Because that which may be known of God is manifest to them, for God hath shown 
it to them ... they are without excuse: because that, when they thus knew God’ (i.e., 
knew God as far as His being and character are revealed by His works in nature), they 
‘glorified Him not as God, nor were thankful;’ and at the close of the chapter human 
responsibility is shown to depend not only on knowledge but upon the possession of 
Conscience: “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things 
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.’ 
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So far, then, it is clear that man, in virtue of the moral powers of his being, and of the 
possession of that revelation which God has made of Himself in His works, is 
responsible to God for the use made of this knowledge: but a yet heavier responsibility 
is entailed upon him, as is shown in the next chapter, by the revelation of God’s WORD. 
‘As many as have sinned without law’ (anomos, i.e., without being placed under a 
definite declaration of law as the nation of Israel was at Sinai), ‘shall perish without law: 
and as many as have sinned in (a) law (that is within the scope and against the 
provisions of a known law), shall be judged by means of (that) law.’ This statement is 
more fully explained in Romans 5:13-14, ‘Until the Law (i.e., the Law given at Sinai) 
sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed’ (ellogeo, that is, entered in the books of 
God as definite transgression of a known commandment) ‘when there is no law. 
Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam’s transgression,’ that is, who had not knowingly broken a 
definite and recognised commandment. 

The meaning of the Apostle here cannot be that before the law of Sinai there was no 
law of any kind whatever in the world, for to say so would be a contradiction of the Ist 
chapter of Romans; but what he does mean is clearly this, that as death could not come 
on any man who had not sinned (Romans 5:12), death being the penalty of sin; and as 
many persons in the world died who had not knowingly sinned (such as infants dying 
in infancy, and idiots who had never possessed the powers of reason), it was clear that 
death had come upon such not by reason of personal transgression, but in virtue of their 
being involved in the consequences of a representative act, that is the act of Adam their 
representative head: ‘By the ONE OFFENCE judgment came upon all men unto 
condemnation.’ The words of the 12th verse, properly translated, prove this: ‘Death 
penetrated unto all men on the ground that all DID SIN.’ The fact that the aorist tense 
is used points neither to a sinful corruption of nature in men, nor to the occurrence of 
separate offences in the history of individual sinners, but to the implication of all sinners 
in the consequences of the One First Sin: they sinned in effect when Adam sinned in 
fact. (Compare 1 Corinthians 15:22. ‘In Adam all die’ is equivalent in meaning to ‘In 
Adam all sinned,’ for death is the penalty of sin, and apart from sin none could die). 

Unless this were the right interpretation of this verse — and this interpretation explains 
all the facts of the case — it would be impossible to see how God could regard infants 
and idiots, persons in whom moral powers have never been developed, as guilty of sin 
which is a moral act; and yet infants and idiots die, which proves that they do stand 
under the imputation of sin. True, they have not sinned ‘after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression,’ that is by a personal breach of a known and recognised commandment; 
but they are regarded by God, we are here informed, as persons who sinned when their 
Representative, Adam, sinned; and the force of the aorist tense pointed out above clearly 
proves this. This relation, however, it must be noted, will not involve their everlasting 
death. The Scripture meets us with a revelation of comfort as to this portion of the 
unsearchable judgments of God; for in the description given of all who are finally 
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condemned at the Great White Throne, the language specifically indicates only those 
who have been guilty of personal sin. ‘The dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, every man according to his works.’ It is clear, therefore, that 
if God in sovereign authority has placed such persons under the headship of Adam, their 
natural Progenitor, and held them responsible under his great act of transgression for the 
penalties involved by that act, He has likewise in sovereign authority, but also in 
sovereign grace, placed them under the headship of Christ, the Last Adam, and given 
them participation in all the blessed results which flow from His substitutional 
Obedience and Suffering. 

(To be continued) 


Special Offer 


The Book entitled ‘I Will Come Again’ by Pastor Alan D Toms is presently available 
at £3 per copy. It is lucid and non-controversial. It consists of a series of talks given to 
young people in Bristol about 60 years ago and is an excellent introduction to the study 
of prophecy. The subjects dealt with are best described by the chapter headings, which 
are: (1) The Certainty of Christ’s Personal Return; (2) The Features of this Present Age; 
(3) The Great Tribulation; (4) Events at Christ’s Coming; (5) The Millennium; and (6) 
The Consummation. Our readers may well think (as we do) that the book would make 
a very suitable present to friends and relatives and we are, therefore, offering 4 copies 
for £10, or 12 copies for £20, post free. Please contact the S.G.A.T. secretary to obtain 
the advantage of this special offer. 


Book Review 


Chosen, Called, Kept, by C W H Griffiths, published by Pearl Publications 
(info @pearlpublications.co.uk), hardback or paperback. 


The book gives the conclusions of the Synod of Dort (1619), which Synod was called 
in view of the rise of the teaching of Arminianism. The publication helpfully sets out 
the doctrine of free and sovereign grace. On this subject, we recommend Pastor James 
Payne’s booklet, “Sovereign Grace’ and “Arminianism Refuted,’ published by ourselves. 
The final pages of Mr Griffith’s work carry an advertisement for other publications, 
which refer to the singing of psalms. We would expect that many of our readers may 
sing psalms to their spiritual profit, probably from the Scottish Psalter, but may not 
believe in exclusive psalm-singing. 
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S.G.A.T. Meetings: Arrangements have been made, God willing, for meetings of the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony to be held in 2023, and the theme for the year is 
‘The Prophecy of Zechariah.’ We trust that friends will be interested in this 
illuminating Book, and we would like to see others come to our meetings, which we 
expect to hold on the fourth Friday of each month except August and December. The 
Spring Conference is in April and the Autumn Conference in September, when we have 
afternoon meetings at 4.pm. in addition to the usual evening meetings. All evening 
meetings are at 7.pm. Details of the meetings for this Quarter are given on the back 
page but so that you can insert the dates for the remainder of the meetings in your diary 
and arrange to be present, we give particulars which are as follows, subject to the will 


of the Lord: 

April 28 (Aft)....The Candlestick (chapter 4) ......ssessssesssssssssssreersreessreee Brian McClung 
(Even) .. The Flying Roll and the Ephah (chapter 5)... Brian McClung 

May 26... The Four Chariots and the Crowning of Joshua (chapter 6) 

Del ses E A E AE E E E E E John Douglas 

June 23 sisscsnks Israel’s Past Sin and Future Blessings (chapters 7-8)............ Tan Shaw 

July 28 yoccseieerivers The Prince of Peace (chapter 9).........eecesseseeeeeseeeees Stephen A Toms 

September 22 (Aft).....The Shepherd of Israel (chapter 10-11)............ David McMillan 


October 27......... The Open Fountain and the Smitten Shepherd (chapter 13) 


e EEE tal bel even vieeab eyes Seeds ata oynceutnesayeeual vawegeutaies A Richard Monteith 
November 24.....The Second Coming of Christ and the Millennial Kingdom 
(Chapter LA). s. cece. coassesdepenswsaucivaacveotovdacouas E E E eabeiys Paul Toms 


Recorded Messages: During 2022, the different subjects and speakers were — How are 
we to watch for the Lord’s Coming? (Ivan Foster); Can the Lord Jesus come at any 
moment? (David Park); What is meant by ‘The Times of the Gentiles’? (Philip 
Knowles); What are God’s Future Plans for the Jews? (Ian Shaw); Will the Temple be 
Rebuilt in Jerusalem? (Jan Shaw); Is the to be a Revival of the Roman Empire? (John 
Douglas): When will the Antichrist arise? (Paul Toms) Will the Church go through the 
Great Tribulation? (Ivan Foster); When will the Seven Plagues be poured upon the 
Earth? (Ivan Foster); When will the City of Babylon be Rebuilt? (Martin Humphrey); 
Will there be a Battle of Armageddon? (David McMillan); When will there be Peace in 
Jerusalem? (Richard Monteith). The messages can be downloaded from the Sovereign 
Grace Advent Testimony website. They can also be heard on www.sermanaudio.com 
on our page which is, The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony. 
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